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Trio Presidency Conclusions

Local governance has become a major theme during the Spanish-Belgian-Hungarian Trio Presidency. Its importance is reflected by the development and adoption of several high-profile documents which greatly determine and provide proper methodological guidelines for good governance, including the Treaty of Lisbon, the White Paper on Multilevel Governance, issued by the Committee of the Regions, and the Barcelona Agenda.


The Treaty of Lisbon has reinforced, both directly and indirectly, the role of local and regional authorities in the decision-making system. The principle of subsidiarity and multilevel governance are increasingly important factors. The Treaty of Lisbon has raised territorial cohesion to the level of social and economic cohesion, which further enhanced the role of territorial cooperation in cohesion policy. 


The Trio Presidency has strived to promote and broaden the application of the principle of good governance as a priority. To this end, trio members have exchanged views at high-level professional meetings. The Spanish Presidency held an informal ministerial meeting to launch a high-level dialogue between member states on good governance. Then, the Belgian Presidency continued the Spanish Presidency’s initiative by organising the 7th High Level Meeting (HLM) on Good Governance. 


Similarly to the European Union, the Council of Europe considers the issue of good governance as a priority. The Trio Presidency’s closing conference in Hungary will open a broad platform to deepen cooperation between professional institutions and organisation with a view to developing meeting points between individual international governmental and non-governmental organisations.

The review phase of Regulation 1082/2006/EC (July 5, 2006) on the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) is due in the period of the Spanish-Belgian-Hungarian Trio Presidency. Since trio members have the most experience in transposing and applying the new legal instrument, their presidency measures promote the work of the Committee of the Regions and the European Commission. The grouping offers the Community’s territorial organisations a set of opportunities for institutionalisation. 


The EGTC is a particularly efficient means of cross-border cooperation. Over 60 percent of the EU’s population lives in border-area regions. These areas are isolated in economic and social terms, and have especially high levels of unemployment. Cross-border programs as EU measures in support of territorial cohesion rely on the EGTC to offer a way out of social, economic and, often, legal insecurity.


The Hungarian Presidency’s event aims to present the best practices and visions of existing EGTCs for the purpose of identifying new channels of cooperation. Territorial cooperation is based on proper cooperation between national authorities, which call for further professional meetings and regular exchanges of experience.


Another goal is to present the EGTC’s broad application. In a horizontal sense, each member state should be enabled to also use EGTCs as a framework for all three types of territorial cooperation: cross-border, interregional and transnational. In a vertical sense, efforts should be made to apply EGTCs not only to project management and sectoral cooperation but also to programme management.


In harmony with the position of the Committee of the Regions, best practices should be popularised to help the EU and individual member states better face the challenges posed by globalisation for Europe, which has a rapidly dwindling population and economic weight in international terms. The negative effect of the economic crisis, which emerged suddenly across the globe, has demonstrated that similar global challenges can only be defeated by a concerted and unitary action also on the EU’s part. 

Macro regional strategies are emerging as new forms of cooperation in Europe. These strategies appear both as models of multilevel governance and as new forms of territorial cooperation. The Danube Strategy includes the reinforcement of institutional capacities and cooperation as priority areas.


European territorial groupings serve as efficient “laboratories” for multilevel governance, as is set out in the White Paper of the Committee of the Regions. Also, European territorial groupings can contribute to the practical implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy. 


Cohesion policy can play a key role in achieving the EU 2020 goals given its suitability for both coordinating sectoral policy goals and adjusting them to local needs and opportunities. At the same time, local and territorial aspects should not only appear in cohesion policy but also in each of the Community’s sectoral policies which has a territorial dimension. All this, along with a permanent dialogue with local and territorial levels, can secure enhanced integrity for local and regional governments. This can be promoted by European territorial groupings as a major means.


We are convinced that the prerequisites for well-grounded decisions include extensive communication and an exchange of information between various government levels in the form of partnerships. The integration process offers several opportunities to represent local interests in the system of multilevel governance. Local and regional governments play a vital role because they constitute the decision-making level which is closest to citizens. This promotes the adaptation of high-level political guidelines to local and territorial characteristics and the representation of place and territory specific requirements. An enhanced involvement of local levels contributes to the creation of a commitment to community goals.


It is not an easy task to determine mechanisms for consolidating institutional and political cooperation, launching permanent and effective dialogues between individual government levels, and for involving NGOs. The European Union already has in place an institutional framework, primarily in the activities of the Committee of the Regions, which has been further extended by the Treaty of Lisbon. To better determine the essential elements and innovative means of the relevant methods, member states should use their experience and share their results, which could offer favourable and adaptable models for other member states, too.


The Trio Presidency calls on the ministers for territorial policy of the 27 member states and European institutions to bring the EU’s decision-making mechanisms closer to citizens by providing them, along with local and regional organs, more efficient information.
Budapest, March 2011
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