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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND JUSTICE

Conference on EGTC and Multi-level Governance

Budapest/Gödöllő, 21-23rd March 2011

DRAFT

March 21st, 2011

Arrival of the guests 

· Occupation of the accommodation (Budapest)
15.30 – 17.30 Sight-seeing for the early arriving guests in Budapest
20.00
Cocktail Party (venue: Hotel Radisson Blu Béke; Budapest VI., Teréz körút 43.)
March 22nd, 2011

09.00 -
10.00 Registration (venue: Royal Palace in Gödöllő)

10.00 - 10.45 Opening of the conference 

Opening speeches:

·  Erika Szabó Dr. Minister of State - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
· Mercedes Bresso President of the Committee of the Regions
· Gaspar Zarrias Secretary of State - Ministry of Territorial Cooperation and Public Administration of Spain
· Tamás Deutsch Dr. Member of the European Parliament 
10.45 – 11.00
Coffee break
11.00 – 13.00
Plenary session – Experiences of the member states (Achievement of the Trio Presidency and the future plans)
Chair: Rudolf Virág Dr. Deputy State Secretary - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
Trio Presidency

· Jesús Gamallo Aller Director General of External Relations of Galicia – EU External Relations
·  Maarten Vidal Deputy Director -  Flemish Department for Foreign Affairs of Belgium
· Erika Szabó Dr. Minister of State - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
· Filip Chybalski  expert in the field of EGTC; Territorial Cooperation Department – Ministry of Regional Development of Poland
· Iuliu Bara General Director - Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism of Romania
· Marie-Christine Bernard-Gélabert Head of Section - Ministry of Interior of France
· Sandra Salamonová – Director General of Section of Co-ordination of EU Funds; Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of Slovakia
· Ernő Csonka Dr. Deputy State Secretary – Ministry of Public Administration and Justice, EGTC approval authority of Hungary
Debate: Conclusions, questions, answers

 Moderator: Rudolf Virág Dr. Deputy State Secretary - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
13.00 – 14.00
Lunch 
14.00 – 15.45 Parallel Sessions
I. The revision of the EGTC Regulation– proposals for regulation and best practices
Chair: 
Michel Delebarre President COTER, EGTC Platform co-ordinator – Committee of the Regions
Rapporteur: 
Katalin Fekete Dr.  Deputy Head of Department - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
Panellists: 
 Elvira Pacheco Vieira Director -  Galicia Norte Portugal 


EGTC   
István Ferencsik Dr.  – Ister-Granum EGTC

Klára Kémeri Szabóné Manager Director – Abaúj az Abaújban EGTC

Stef Vande Meulebroucke Director – Eurometropole Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai EGTC

Dirk Peters - DG Regio, European Commission
Debate

II. The advantages of networking, fostering of EGTC establishment and territorial cooperation 

Chair:
 
Martín Guillermo-Ramírez Secretary General - Association of 

European Border Regions (AEBR)
Rapporteur: 
Loránd István Szakáli Head of Department – Ministry for National Economy
Panellists:
Françoise Schneider-Francais Legal Officer (in charge of EGTC projects) – Mission Opérationelle Transfrontalière (MOT)

Gyula Ocskay Secretary General – Central European Service for Cross-Border Initiatives (CESCI) 

Klaus Baldauf advisor of the Mayor of Frankfurt - City Twins 
Sándor Köles Deputy Chair – Institute for Sustainable Development (ISD)
Alfonso Alcolea Martínez co-ordinator – EGTC Platform – Committee of the Regions
Debate
III. The possible tools of territorial cooperation
Chair: 
Alfonso Zardi Head of Department – Department of Regional Democracy and Good Governance of the Council of Europe
Rapporteur: 
Auke van der Goot Senior Policy Advisor - Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations of the Netherlands
Panellists:
Balázs Simó Head of Department - National Development Agency of Hungary
José Antonio Ruiz de Casas – Program Director of the EGTC Unit of DG Regio, European Commission
Paqui Santonja Mayor Special Advisor - Directorate General of Regional Cooperation of Ministry of Territorial Cooperation and Public Administration of Spain
Debate
15.45 – 16.00 Coffee break 

15.30 - 16.00
HLM Steering Group meeting 

16.00 – 17.00 Plenary session – the conclusions of the parallel sessions; chairs and session rapporteurs; at the beginning of the session (10 minutes) cultural program; children choir

Gábor Bihary Chair - Hungarian National Delegation to the Committee of the Regions
Rudolf Virág Dr. Deputy State Secretary - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary gives a summary on the professional programmes of the day
20.00 – 22.00 Dinner (venue: Museum of Ethnography; Budapest V., Kossuth Lajos tér 12.)
March 23rd, 2011

09.00 – 09.30
Registration
09.30 – 10.00
Introduction to the plenary session
Chair: Viktória Zöld-Nagy Dr. Head of Department - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
· Erika Szabó Dr. Minister of State - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
·  David Sweet Advisor -  DG Regio, European Commission
· Alfonso Zardi Head of Department – Department of Regional Democracy and Good Governance of the Council of Europe
10.00 – 12.00 Plenary session 

· Øystein Haugen International Project Director – The Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities
· Etelka Pataky Barsiné Government Commissioner responsible for Danube Strategy

· Tom Leeuwestein Deputy Head of Division, Program Manager Europe and Regional and Local Government - Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations of the Netherlands
· Paul-Henri Philips - Deputy to the General Director in charge of the International Relationships, Ministry of the Brussels Capital Region (Local Authorities Administration); Chair of the Experts Committee on Local and Regional Governance - Council of Europe

· Viktória Zöld-Nagy Dr. Head of Department - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
Debate

12.00 – 13.00 Buffet lunch 

13.00 – 14.30
Parallel Sessions
· I.
Good governance – Role of the local governments in supporting the economic development and its efficiency
Chair:
György Gémesi Dr. Mayor of Gödöllő, Vice President of the Hungarian National Delegation to the Committee of the Regions
Rapporteur: 
Márk Bató Dr. Counsellor - National Development Agency 

Panellists:
Auke van der Goot Senior Policy Advisor - Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations of the Netherlands
Gábor Péteri Dr. - Executive Director; LGID, 

Johan Höök Director for the Division for Local Government Affairs - Ministry of Finance of Sweden

II.
Fostering citizen participation through Multi-level governance
Chair: 
Tom Leeuwestein Deputy Head of Division, Program Manager Europe and Regional and Local Government - Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations of the Netherlands 
Rapporteur: 
Erik Vander Peypen Advisor of International Affairs - Flemish Agency for Home Affairs of Belgium
Panellists: 
Estanislau Vidal-Folch de Balanzó Counsellor - Permanent Representation of Spain to the EU 
Gracia Vara-Arribas EIPA Expert, Director of different studies for the High Level Group on Governance, European Institute of Public Administration, Centre Barcelona
Mária Kállai Dr Deputy Mayor– Szolnok City with County Rights
· III.
Introduction to best practices
Chair:
Paqui Santonja Mayor Special Advisor - Directorate General of Regional Cooperation of Ministry of Territorial Cooperation and Public Administration of Spain
Rapporteur: 
Edwin Lefebre Deputy Director - Flemish Ministry of Home Affairs of Belgium
Panellists:
Michael Roth Secretary for the Austrian side of the Regional Coordination Forum         
Thomas Zandstra Senior Policy Advisor - Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations of the Netherlands
Elise Blais Project Manager - Interact Point Vienna
 


Daniel Popescu - Council of Europe - Head of the Centre of 


Expertise for Local Government Reform, Directorate General 


of Democracy and Political Affairs.

14.30 – 14.45
Coffee break

14.45 – 15.30
Plenary session – the conclusions of the parallel sessions; chairs and session rapporteurs
15.30 Closing remarks 
· Erika Szabó Dr. Minister of State - Ministry of Public Administration and Justice of Hungary
· Rafal Balinski Head of Unit – Ministry of Regional Development of Poland
The conference statement 

16.00 – Departure
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